PRODUCTION   AND  THE   IDEOLOGICAL   SUPERSTRUCTURE
could not exist without economic production, or as he
terms it, the " production of material life ", then it is
perfectly true. There cannot be the slightest doubt that
society depends upon production as its " real basis ".
But even though Marx says in another place,1 " Men
must be able to live in order to be able to make history.
And to live one needs meat and drink, lodging, clothing
and some other things ", his words are not so intended.
He did not merely wish to imply that society depends
on production for its existence. No one, in this case,
would have contested his theory, but everyone would
have replied : We knew this long ago ; man must live
in order to be able to think and he must eat in order to
be able to live. People who die of starvation are in-
capable of leading a political or intellectual life. What
Marx wanted to say was not only that production is
necessary, but that the mode of production is decisive;
that laws, constitutions, science, art and religion depend
on the mode of production and are determined by it,
and when the mode of production changes, everything
else changes.
Air is also an essential condition of life; we cannot
make laws or write books if we are unable to breathe.
If, however, some scientist should succeed in proving
that the composition of the atmosphere has a decisive
influence on our institutions and opinions, it would be
a very important discovery. The problem we have to
face is, therefore, whether the mode of economic pro-
duction really has a definite and unmistakable influence
on men's political and intellectual life, or not. That it
has some influence cannot be denied, because everything
1 Deutsche Ideologie (Historisch-Kritische Gesamtausgabe, Moskau und
Leningrad, 1933), I. Abt. vol. v. p. 17.